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Jupess viii. 34, 35. 


And the children of lrael nnen f 
not the Lord their Gop, who had 
delivered them out of the hands of 
all their enemies on every fide + 
neither ſhewed they kindneſs to the 
houſe of Jerubbaal 10 namely Gideon, 
according to all the goodneſs which 
he had fhewed unto Iirael. 


NE can never enough ad- 

2 2 mire the wiſdom of God, 
= in preſerving to us, under 
| K&S) the old teſtament, fo exact 
PE 88 a record of the Jewiſh hiſ- 

Ws) FN tory; wherein, beſides the 
evidence it affords to the dif- 
penſation of the goſpel, we have a moſt il - 
luſtrious diſplay of the divine perfections, in 
the conduct of providence towards a nation, 
which God had ſeparated from all mankind, 


to be the partakers of the ſpecial marks of 
A 2 his 
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his favour. Nor can one well read the ac- 
count, which the ſacred hiſtorians have given 
us, of the great impieties which abounded a- 
mong theſe people, while they were in the 
.plentiful enjoyment of the bounties of hea- 
ven, without aſtoniſhment. Thus, as this 
part of divine revelation furniſhes our minds 
with the moſt delightful ideas of the mercy, 
and forbearance of God; ſo it fails not, like- 
wiſe, to give us a proper view of his juſtice and 
holineſs. We have a large account of the righ- 
tcous judgments, with which he took vengeance 
on the iniquities of 1/rac! : and, by their hiſ- 
tory, not only private perſons, and lefler com- 
munities of men, but the moſt powerful na- 
tions in the world are taught, what are the 
natural, and will, in the end, be the certain 
conſequences of obſtinacy in ſin. The dread- 
ful iſſue of their caſe, who were once the 
peculiar favourites of heaven, is indeed aw- 
fully inſtructive ! When the meaſure of their 
miquities was filled up, they felt the weight 
of ſuch calamities, as no hiſtory beſides can 
parallel: and theſe judgments have iſſued at 
laſt, in that contemptible and wretched diſ- 
perſion, to which the poor remains of this 
ſinful people have, for many ages, been ex- 
poſed, and in which we behold them at this 
day. A condition, which is a ſtanding evi- 
dence of the atrocious nature of their crimes; 
as well as of the truth of that revelation 
which foretold it, and of the e : 
tho | 


exemplified, and reproved. 3 
thoſe promiſes which relate to their future 
reſtoration, 

THE1R diſobedience was often ade 
with very provoking circumſtances ; but no 
aggravation has a more frequent, and ſpecial 
mark of the divine diſpleaſure upon it, than 
their ingratitude : a fad inſtance of which we 
have, in the paſſage I have propoſed to your 
conſideration. | 

TR E facred hiſtorian informs us, that hav- 
ing obtained a compleat victory over their 
oppreſſors, under the conduct of Gadeon, and 
having enjoy'd an happy tranquility, for forty 
years, under his adminiſtration ; he was, in a 
good old age, gathered to his fathers. And no 
ſooner was he laid in his grave, but this un- 
grateful nation forſook the worſhip of the 
living and true God, and entered into cove- 
nant with 1dols. They turned again, and 
went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baal- 
berith their God*, They forgot all the ſacred 
engagements they were under to the God of 
their fathers, who had ſo often given them 
falvation and victory; and who, lately, and 
within their own memory, had reſcued them 
from the vileſt ſlavery; and had, in ſo won- 
derful a manner, reſtored to them both their 
religious and civil liberties. They remembred 
not the Lo xD their Gop, who had delivered 
them out of the hands of their enemies on every. 
Ade. And this wicked defection from all 

regard 


« Ver, 33 
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regard to their duty to God himſelf, was, 
naturally, attended with baſe ingratitude to 
the memory of the eminent perſon, whom 
he had raiſed up for their deliverance : 
thus they lighted the poſterity of that great 
and good man, who had led them on to 
battle with ſuch conduct, valour, and ſuc- 
ceſs ; and had govern'd them, for ſo many 
years, with ſo much wiſdom and moderation. 
Neither ſhewed they kindneſs to the houſe of Je- 
rubbaal, namely Gideon, according to all the 
goodneſs which he ſhewed unto Iſrael. 


Turns things are written for our warn- 
Ing. And, that we may make the beſt im- 
provement of ſo affecting a part of ſacred 
hiſtory, on this memorable occaſion, I ſhall, 


I. GIVE you ſome account of the great 
obligations this people were under to divine 
providence, for a long ſeries of wonderful 
deliverances ; and, eſpecially, for that recorded 


in the context, 


IT. I ſhall ſhew you, what kind of returns 
the laws of reaſon and religion required of 
them, both to their divine benefactor, and to 
ſuch inſtruments as he was pleaſed, from 
time to time; to raiſe up for their deliver- 
ance; and eſpecially to the extraordinary per- 
fon mentioned i in our text. | | 


III. I 


exemplified, and reproved. 7 


III. I ſhall obſerve what little regard this 
- unhappy nation paid, to either of theſe obli- 
gations. | 


IV. I will endeavour, a little, to expoſe the 
fin, and folly of this conduct. And, | 


LAasTLY, make ſome application of theſe 
things to our own circumſtances, and the ſo- 


lemn occaſion of this day. 


I. I am to give you ſome account of the 
great obligations the people of Mael were 
under to God himſelf, for the many extra- 
ordinary appearances of providence in their 
favour ; and, eſpecially for the inſtance re- 
corded in the context. | | | 

AND, whoever conſiders them, firſt of all, 
as a family, and will trace them back to their 
original, will find they were diſtinguiſhed, by 
divine goodneſs, from all the families of the 
earth : and this too, without any foundation 
for a meritorious plea on their part. The 
tigure which their great progenitor Abraham 
made: in the world, was the- pure effe& of 
a peculiar providence which attended him ; 
and that which he made in the church, was 
owing to the extraordinary grace beſtowed 
upon him. He, together with the patriarchs, 
who were his immediate deſcendants, all ac- 


knowledged, that they were ſtrangers and 
3 | Pil. 
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pilgrims on the earth ® : and, yet, in this ſtate 


of pilgrimage, they were ſo remarkably pre- 


ſerved by the divine care, ſo richly ſup- _ 
plied with every thing that was neceſſary 


to their temporal ſupport, and ſo highly 


honoured with ſpiritual bleſſings, even with 


an intercourſe with God himſelf, as no fa- 


mily upon earth, beſides themſelves, could 


boaſt. They endured, indeed, a moſt griev- 


ous ſervitude in Egypt : but yet, the more 
they were affiifted, the more they multiplied, 


and grew*<. So prodigious was their increaſe, 


that, in the ſpace of four hundred years, and 


when by the mighty hand of God they were 
brought out of that bondage, they could num- 


ber no leſs than fix hundred thouſand men, be- 


fedes children d. | 
Tus, the God of their fathers, who had 
ſo remarkably preſerved, and provided for 


them as a family, failed not to make bare his 
arm, and that in a moſt ſignal manner, for 


their deliverance, when they were become a 
nation. The book of Exodus informs us into 
the character, and commiſſion of the extraordi- 
nary perſon, who was appointed to be their 


leader: there, we read of the mighty ſigns 
and wonders, which were wrought by his 


hand ; the variety of miraculous plagues, with 
which their crue] oppreſſors were puniſhed ; 


Þ Heb, xl. I3. 2 Exod, i. 12. 
* Chap. li, 37. 
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nd 6 aa reproved. 9 
and the wonderful paſſage that was op 
for them thro the great deep; a pa age, 
which proved the 2998 of the l ty- 
rant, and all his hoſt. Time 7 fail me, 
were I to recount the aſto rances 
of divine power, and goodneſs whic attend- 
ed them, during their travels thro' the wil- 
dernefs. There, was this great nation pre- 
ſerved, for forty years, in a deſart, void of 
all proviſions neceſſary for the ſupport of hu- 
man life; their bread. came down from hea- 
ven, and their water out of the flinty rock ; 
their cloths did not wax old, in the , 
neither did their ſhoes wear out : and: they | 
were chaſtiz'd by fiery ſerpents for thay; iniqui- 
ties, yet when they were humbled under the 
mighty hand of God, a miraculous -antidote - 
was immediately provided againſt that deadly 
poiſon. They were ſurrounded, indeed, with 
numerous and powerful enemies ; but troops 
of guardian angels incamp'd about them 2 
their protection, and God himſelf was pleaſed 
to deſcend, and dwell in the midſt of them. 
He gave them a body of laws written with 
his own finger, pitched his royal pavilion a- 

mong them as their ſovereign, and march'd 

before them, in a pillar of a cloud, and of 

fire, as the captain of their Glvation. Their 
terror fell apog all the nations round about ; 

and when any of them dared to give 

them any diſturbance in their journey, they 

ſoon found, to their coſt, that the 1 
B 0 


ned 
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hoſts was among them. This Amalek ſe. 
verely felt, when he attempted to obſtruct 
their paſſage : and the ſucceſs that attended 
the lifting up of the hand of Moſes, in that 
battle, ought to have ſecured to heaven the 
laſting glory of the victory. It was the ſame 
almighty power alſo that overthrew. Sihon king 
of the Amorites, and Og king of Baſhan, on 
the borders of the land of promiſe, and hay- 
ing defeated the purpoſes of Balak, turned the 
curſe into a ble ng *, EE. 

Ix we purſue their hiſtory into Canaan, 
we ſhall find, that, .tho' at their entrance in- 
to that good land, the inſtruments God makes 
uſe of muſt be changed; and Moſes, who had 
conducted them thus far, with ſuch inimitable 
wiſdom, patience and labour, muſt reſign his 
government and his life together ; yet, the 
Lord is at no loſs. to provide a proper ſuc- 
ceſſor. And the meekneſs of the former, 
which was ſo admirably ſuited to the condi- 
tion and temper of that people in the wilder- 
neſs, is exchanged for the martial genius of 
the latter; by which, under divine influence, 
he was ſo well fitted to ſpeak with. the 
enemy in the gate, and. to lead them on, 
when they were to. contend with ſo many 
mighty * nations for their inheritance. But 
all 7o/bua's courage, and ſkill in the art of 
war, ound * been to little purpoſe, be 
| 8 

7 Exod. xvii. 3 Mad. xxi. and xxii. | 
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exemplified, and reproved. 11 
God had not been with him. At his com- 
mand, the waters of Fordan turned back, and 
the floods flood up in an heap , to make way 
for the tribes to take poſſeſſion: at the com- 
mand of God, the walls of the firſt fortifi- 
cation miraculouſly fell down, when attacked 
by no other human power, but the ſound of 
rams horns, and the ſhouts of the people *: 
this was followed with the ſurprize of the 
city of Ai k, and the defeat of five potent prin- 
ces, with their united armies. The Lord fought 
that day from heaven for his people, and more 
of their enemies fell by huilſtones, tbam Iſrael 
flew with the fivord. Then it was, that Foſhua, 
filled with the ſpirit of the Lord, cried out 
in the preſence of all the tribes, ** Sun „Hand 
« thou ſtill upon Gibeon 3 and thou moon, in the 
« valley of Ajalon ”. © And the fun flood till, 
and the moon flayed, until the people had avenged 
themſelves upon their enemies. And there was 
m0 day like that before it, or after it, that the 
Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man: jor 
the Lord fought for Iſrael l. Such was the ra- 
pidity of Foſhua's conqueſts, and ſo mightily 
did he prevail; that, as no ſingle nation could 
ſtand before him; ſo when the nei hbouring 
princes heard of the deſcat of theſe five kings, 
they entered into a much more fomidable alli- 
ance ; and came up againſt 7/ael with an hoſt, 
as the 25 on the n for — — 
| 9 . 
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with borſfes and chariots very many, But the 
facred hiſtory informs us, that God ſo ſtrength- 
ned his fervant Joſhua, and all the people * War 
with him, that they fell upon this mighty army, 
at the waters of Merom ; and ſmote them, till 
there were none remaining; and houghed their 
horſes, and burnt their chariots with fire. Thus 
Joſhua #90k the whole land, according to all that 
the Lord faid unto Moſes, and gave it for an 
inheritance unts Iſrael n. And thus, by the 
mighty power of God, were they ſettled in 
this good land, the oarden of the whole earth: 
they Had reſt from all their enemies, and were 
both fear'd and envied by all the nations round 
about them: they were inſtructed by prophets 
inſpired from heaven, the prieſthood of divine 
=aſtitation miniſtred at thete altars, they had 
the only true religion in the world, and God 
himfelf was Nied to continue his preicuce 
among them, | 
Ar 8 have been happy for this nation, 
” ſuch ſpecial, and extraordinary goodneſs had 
been improved in a proper manner by them. 
But alas! when Jeſbua was no more, and 
another generation aroſe, which knew not the 
Lord, nor the works which he had wrought for 
Iſrael , they ſoon fell off from their allegi- 
ance to the God of their ſalvation; This na- 
turally provoked the divine reſentments, and 
— * them to the inroads, and tyrannical 
9 of their neighbours, But, * 
| when 
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exemplified, and reproved. 13 
when in this condition, they no ſooner hum- 
bled themſelves before the Lord, and cried to 
him for help; but he appeared on their behalf, 
and failed not to raiſe up proper inſtruments for 
their deliverance. Thus were they freed from 
the yoke of the king of Meſapotamis, by Orth. 
iel; from the Moabites, by Ehud; from the 
Philiſtines, by Shamgar ; — the Canaanites, 
by Deborab and ; ky ; and from Midian, 
and Amalek, and the children of the eaſt, by 
Gideon. Which brings me to the caſe, more 
immediately, before us. 

AND you will find, by conſulting the con- 
text, that the ſame cauſe had produced the 
ſame effect. They did evil in the fight of the 
Lord, it is ſaid, pr he delivered them into 
the hands of Midian for ſeven years *. „. Theſe 
enemies were the more formidable, from the 
implacable reſentment they had againſt al; 
who had been corrupted in their manners, 
and their religion, by the Midianiti/h women, 
under the direction of a wicked prophet, in 
the time of Moſes; and the judgments of God 
upon rael for this defection, had been follow- 
ed with ſuch a dreadful laughter of the Mi- 
qianites, as could never be forgotten by their 
poſterity . They were at this time alſo very 
numerous, and were joined, as you ſee, by the 
Amalekites, and the children of the eaft : and 
what greatly encreaſed the danger, was, that 
G bad gradually ſpread themſelves aver my 


\ 
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the land. It is faid, they were as graſhoppers 
upon it. Their oppreſſions were already very 
grievous: they had reduced the people of 
Iſrael from flouriſhing circumſtances to a ver 
low ſtate of poverty ; they had robbed them 
of their cattle, and of the fruits of the field, 
and were rioting in the produce of their la- 
bour ; while many of the poor Iſraelites were 
obliged to hide themſelves from their cruelty, 
in /trong-holds and'caves of the earth. And 
then, as to religion, as the Midianites had been 
before, perhaps, more fatally inſtrumental than 
any other nation to ſeduce them to idolatry ; 
ſo now, to all appearance, they had nothing 
left to expect, but that with their expiring liber- 
ties, all the remains of the true religion would 
be utterly extirpated from among them. 

In this miſerable condition, hey cried unto 
the Lord. And God, whoſe ears are always 
open to an humbled nation's cry, looked 
"down in compaſſion upon them. He re- 
membred the promiſes he had made to their 
fathers ;. and he ſent a prophet to lay their 
iniquities before them, to put them in mind 
of former obligations, and of that ungrateful 
behaviour which had brought them into theſe 
deplorable circumſtances; and, by ſeaſonable 
expoſtulations, to prepare them for a ſalva- 
tion, which, at this time, they little expected. 
Tur IR deliverance being determined, God 

is never at a loſs to find inſtruments to exe- 


cute his purpoſes. Gideon the Hieberite is 
| ee - cg 


exemplified, and reproved. 15 
called out, to lead the people, on this great 
occaſion. A perſon who, though he had, 
hitherto, made no great figure | in his coun- 
try, yet, from the character given him in the 
book of Judges, ſeems to have been admirably 
qualiſied for ſo important a ſervice. The angel 
that brought him his commiſſion from the 
court of heaven, ſalutes him with the title of a 
mighty man of valour. And his hiſtory gives us 
one of the moſt beautiful examples of that, hap- 
py character, where true courage is regulated 
by folid judgment; and where the warmeſt am- 
bition to deliver one's country from a foreign 
yoke, is ſo tempered with-humility and mo- 
deration, as to take no advantage of the ſuc- 
ceſs of ſo great an undertaking, to its preju- 
dice. He had a true ſenſe of the value of 
civil liberty: and, which crowned all, he had 
a ſincere and lively regard to that holy reli- 


gion, which was the glory of his anceſtors, 
and had been handed down thro' a ſeries of 


miracles to his-own time; but now ſeemed 
to be in imminent danger of being ſubverted 
by the idolatry of the heathen. 20 

ENCOURAGED by the viſion of the an- 
gel, and ſome other miraculous pledges of 
the divine favour, he ſets out on this glori- 
ous enterprize: and begins, where every good 
man ought to begin ſuch work as this, with 
the reformation of his own famiiy, and the 
deſtruction of the altars of his father's houſe. 
Thus he not only bravely bid defiance to 


the 


12S National Incodiltgds | 
the heathen enemies of his: countfy, but bog 
r Fate? 
Tuk Midianites, and thee allies, Immel 
ately took the alarm: they collected their 
ſtrength, and encamped their vaſt army in 
the valley of Yezree! : whilſt Gideon, ſup- 
ported with the goodneſs of his cauſe, and 
the promiſes of divine aſſiſtance, is neither 
intimidated by this powerful and numerous 
Hoſt, which covered the ground e the jand 
vn the fea-ſhere ; nor is he diſcouraged by the 
poor appearance of his band of three hundred 
men: for, to that ſmall number was his 
army reduced, by divine appointment, that 
God might ſecure al the glory of the victory 
to himſelf. Thus, in the exerciſe of ſtrong 
confidence in God, and, at the ſame time, in 
the prudent uſe of as artful a ſtratagem as 
ever military {kill produced, he ſurprizes the 
camp of the enemy. And who, indeed, can 
ſufficiently imagine the furprize ; when, with 
the found of three hundred trumpets, this 
vaſt multitude was rouzed from the ſecurity 
of the night; and their - aſtoniſhment en- 
creaſed, by an immediate illamination all 
round the camp, attended with the victori- 
ous ſhout of, THE SWW Wp or THE Lord 
Ann or GiIb rox? The effect was, that 
the whole army was thrown into the utmoſt 
conſternation; and, in this terror and confu- 


non, the Lord ſet every man's ſiuvrd agat oe 
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exemplified, and reproved. 17 
his-fellow , and the reſt en op an ealy ax 
to the Tiraelites, in their 

Tuus by this amazing — of providence, 
was this diſtreſſed nation, at once, delivered 
from the eruel and ſervile oke of ' Midian ; 
and under the conduct of this great man, 
the tribes were happily reſtored to their re- 
ligious and civil liberties. - Nor is his modera- 
tion and love to his country, after this victory, 

leſs to be admited; than the wiſdom and 
valour he diſcovered in obtaining it. For 
when the people, in the preſent lively ſenſe 
of their obligations to him, would have broken 
in upon their conſtitution, in order to aggran- 
dize him and his family, and made him a 
tender of abſolute power, he generouſly re- 
fuſed the offer, gave the of the victory 
where it was juſtly due, and ſaid, the Lord 
ſponuld ſtill rule-over them: 7 ; contenting himſelf 
with fuch a degree of authority, -as the limi- 
tations of their national ſettlement, which was 
a theocracy, admitted of: and, in that capa- 
city, he governed with ſach impartial juſtice 
and clemency, that his adminiſtration was at- 
tended with great tranquility to the public, 
and much Honour to himſelf, for no leſs than 
> +. .. 

FRoM this general account of things, you 
ſee what obligations this nation was under to 
the divine care arid goodneſs all along, and 
eſpecially for the great ſalvation that was 

r Tudg. vii. 22. Chap. viii. 23. 
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. out for them, under the conduct of 
Gideon. 10 come now therefore, | | BY 
IL. To enquire, what ſort of returns; Were 
due from them, both by the laws of reaſon 
and religion, to their: —— benefactor; and 
alſo, to ſuch inſtruments as he was pleaſed, 
from time to time, to raiſe up for their deli- 
verance; and particularly, to the extra 
nary perſon mentioned in the tekkt. 
Anp I am ſure you will, el a- 
gree with me, that as the common bleſſings 
of providence lay men under indiſpenſable 
obligations to their great creator and preſer- 
ver; ſo theſe obligations muſt increaſe, in 
proportion to the favours beſtowed on them, 
And thus, as God had raiſed Yael above all 
the nations of the earth, and had pour'd ſuch 
floods of goodneſs upon them, as no people 
in the whole world beſides enjoyed; ſure- 
ly if the light of nature had been: attended 
to, it would have been impoſſible that a 
grateful ſenſe of theſe things ſhould have — 
worn off their minds: or that the frequent 
and ſurprizing interpoſitions of the divine arm 
in their favour, in ſeaſons of the moſt immi- 
nent danger, and when help could be ob- 
tained from no other quarter, - ſhould not 
have kept them humble, and have ſecured 
all the glory where it was juſtly due. 5 
THESE great. appearances of God in their 
behalf, were often the fruits of national hu- 
3; 5 miliations, 


exempli ified; and reproveu. 19 
miliations, and ſtrohg erits to heaven: they 
were frequently a N with the moſt public 
and. Tolernh vows; and engagements to God. 
He had taken care ſufficiently to inform them 
how jealous he is of his own glory. And 
to aſſiſt the frailty:of human nature, and to 
keep a' thankful ſenſe of ſuch extraordinary | 
events alive upon their! hearts, a facred me- 
morial of them was recorded, by divine in- 
ſpiration; proper feſtivals were eſtabliſhed; 
 facrifices, and other religious rites were inſti- 
tuted; ſuitable ſongs of praiſe were provid- 
ed, by the ſpirit of, God himſelf, for thoſe 
ſolemn 3 ; and a ſuccefnOn of pro- 
phets were ſent, from time to time, with a 
commiſſion from heaven, to remind them of 
their obligations, and ſtir ener * to mo” - 
tude. %%% DESDLS ove £2 

Tus it was ealviable to have: expected; 7 
eſpecially, while new wonders were ſtill work- ' 
ing in their favour, that they would not, 
eaſily, have forgotten thoſe that were paſt. 4 
How ſhould the civil magiſtrates have exerted” * 
their authority to this purpoſe, and taken care 
to recommend a grateful ſpirit to the people, 
by their own pious examples? And how ac- - 
tive and diligent ſhould their ſpiritual leaders 
have been, in this very important part of their 

work? One would, indeed, have thought, 
that the nation in general would have pre- 
ſer ved a thankful remembrance of the many 
wonders wrought out for them: and would 

1 0 C 2 „ lays 
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have laboured to impreſs the minds os their 

poſterity, with the ſame ſenſe of theſe things. 

As they, and their forefathers had been 

eſteem'd precious in the fi ght of God, and 

been preſerved as in the alles of bis band, 

and as the apple of his eye ; one would have 

thought, the glory of their great friend, and 

preſerver, would have been dearer to them 

than life itſelf. God had always eſteemed 

their enemies as his: and therefore grati- 

tude ſhould have taught them, to have look d 

on all the enemies of God as theirs. . The 

perfection of the divine nature, indeed, is ſuch, 

as can admit of no acceſſion of happineſs, from 

any thing ereatures can do: but furely a con- 

ſtant tribute of humble thankfulneſs, of love, 

and obedience, muſt have been reaſonably ex- 

pected from a people thus diſtinguiſhed. "Ad 

that the true religion, and other liberties and 

honours of a very extraordinary nature, with 

which they were entruſted, and were thus 

wonderfully reſtored, ſhould have been eſteem- 

ed ſacred, ſhould have been properly valued, 

and have engaged their unſhaken loyalty to 

their divine benefactor, throughout all genera 

tions. oy 

Ax p, indeed, if they had but attended | 
to their own true intereſt, which in moſt 
caſes, influences human nature ſtronger than 

any other motive; they would have ſeen, 
that nothing could ſo much ſecure their re- | 


pages among other n ations, the peace of 
their 
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their own minds, and a ſucceſſion of bleſ- 
ſings to their kateſt poſterity, as a thankful, 
fruitful, and religious improvement of the a- 
bundant mertiesthey had received. 0 

Bur, to what I have faid, I muſt yet 
firther add, that not only reafon; but the 
holy religion which they profeſs'd, gave the. 
greateſt ſanction to their obligations They 
knew that the foundation of the rnin of man- 
kind in the fall, was laid in the fin of ingrati- 
tude. And they had been ſufficiently in- 
formed into the malignity of this ſin, by the 
deſtruction of the ola _ and of the in- 
habitants of the fruitful plains of Gomorra, 
as well as of the many nations who had fal- 
len before them in e wars of the Lord. 
Gratitude is the grand motive by which the 
whole moral law, which was delivered to 
them with ſuch awful circumſtances, is en- 
forced; as you may ſee by the preface of 
itt. And their great lawgiver, when he 
took his d ying leave of them, had in a moſt 
ſolemn and affecting diſcourſe, as ever Was 
delivered, ſet before them theſe obligations, 
in a very particular manner ; 'and recorded 
them al in that divine ſong with which he 
concludes it. 

AND then, as the moſt orateful returns 
were due to God himſelf ; fo natural juſtice 
and humanity, as well as religion would have 
taught them, to 1 ſhewn a ſuitable re- 


22 Matiomal Ingratitude 


gard to the inſtruments, he was pleaſed to 
employ in their favour. They ſhould have 
been treated with due reſpect and honour 
while living; their memories ſhould have 


been embalmed after death; and national 


gratitude ſhould have been Ne ch om their | 


| paſicr ty. 


- Ty1s certainly ack to have been the. 
behaviour of the people of rael, in the caſe 
before us. How deeply ſhould the ſenſe. of 
ſo extraordinary an appearance of God. on 


their behalf, have been impreſſed on their 


minds? And with what devout and lively 
thankſgivings ſhould they have celebrated it? 


How ſolicitous ſhould they have been to pre- 
ſerve that holy religion from any heathen 

mixture, which had been fo miraculouſly re- 
ſcued from the ruin deſigned it by the hea- 
then? And how. faithfully ſhould they have 


improved thoſe liberties, which were reſtored 


in ſo amazing a manner, when they ſeemed 


to be at the laſt gaſp, The very name of Gideon 


ſhould have been always dear to 1/ael. They 
ſhould not only have paid him the honours due 
to his great merit, while he lived among 


them ; but have been juſt to his memory 


when dead. His valour, and conduct as a 


general; his wiſdom, and juſtice as a magi- 


ſtrate; and above all, his firm faith in God, 


ſhould have been properl y regarded by their 


poſterity, and imitated by all his ſucceſ- 


fors, And ſure] "7 one Fon have thought, 
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the family of ſo worthy a man, would have 
partaken largely of the, favour of the people: 
and, whatever differences, ſubſiſted among 
them, all parties would have united to have 
ſhewn their gratitude to their great deliverer, 
in the moſt honourable treatment of his off 
ſpring. Thus it Wan to Ae dern. But 


ws | 601 4 
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III. Tas. hiſtory of 8 informs us, 
what a different ſort of regard this unhappy 
nation paid, to each of theſe obligations. 
\, THELRK ingratitude to heaven was, indeed, 
Unparalieitd. They were hardly ever deli- 
vered from any great diſtreſs ;, but they forgot 
the miſeries they had endured, almoſt as ſoon 
as they were removed, and the vows.of their 
affliction, as Toon as their prayers were an- 
ſwered. Tho ſaved in a miraculous way, 
they would either give the praiſe of it to their 
own. ſword and bow, or to the gods of the 
heathen: and ſometimes even to the idols of 
thoſe very nations, under whoſe tyranny. they 
had been groaning. The. liberties which were 
often thus reſtored to them, by the marvel- 
ous interpoſition of divine providence, were 
neither properly valued, nor improved. An 
| ne. in the ordinary courſe of things, or 
a proper rebuke for their iniquities, they 
were ſubjected to any inconveniences, nay, 
even in the fulleſt liberty, and greateſt afflu- 


Ence of outward I they indulged 


them- 


a 


tie 90 in warn ian Ga, 
that it is as great a miracle, as any we read 
of in their hiſtory, that chey were-not nog 


deſtroy'd from the face of the earth. 


Wr have fad inſtances of this een 5 
at their coming out of Exypt, at the red ſea, 


and in the wilderneſs. How did they loath 
the manna of heaven, as light wood ; and 
murmur at the length of the way, though 


the great Jehovah travelled with them? Such 
Was their turbulent ſpirit, that when they 
were commanded to fight, they would lay 
down their arms; and when God would 


have them forbear, they would go up to battle. 


Nay even in the fight of the mount, here 
juſt before, they had heard che thunder of 
God's voice, and feen the lightening of his 


eyes, and to the top of which Moſes was aſ- 


cended, to receive the law at the hand of the 


Lord, they bow the knee to a calf of their 


own making, and provoke God with the 


vileſt abominations of idolatry. This treat- 
ment of God himſelf, was alſo attended with 
a ſuitable meaſure of ingratitude, to the ſeve- 
ral worthy inftruments he was pleaſed to em- 
ploy, from time to time, for their good. 

What could be more evident, than the di- 
vine commiſſion of their firſt great leader and 


lawygiver? what could be more glorious, than 


the whole courſe of his adminiſtration ? 


And yet Moſes, with all his wiſdom, faith- 


fulneſs, 
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fulneſs, and indefatigable labour for the pub- 
lic good, with the miraculous ſanction of 
heaven to ſupport him, and a conſtant ſeries 
of moſt marvellous ſucceſs, found himſelf 
very frequently diſtreſs d by the murmurings 
of this ungrateful people, and his perſonal 
character often loaded with reproach: and 
this, not only from the common people, 
but from their elders; as in the caſe of Ko- 
rab, Dathan, and Abiram x. and in that alſo 
of Aaron and Miriam, who from the ties of 
blood, as well as other the moſt ſtrong obli- 
gations, were bound to have behaved towards 
him, in a very different manner. 

Ax thus, if we deſcend to the caſe be- 
fore us, we ſhall find that the ſame ſpirit 
prevailed, after this great ſalvation, which is 
recorded in the context. The children of I 
rael, it is ſaid, remember'd not the Lord their 
God : they forgot the near relation they had 
the honour to ſtand in to the great God of hea- 
ven : they forgot how often he had approved 
himſelf to be thezr God in covenant : they 
ſeemed, by their conduct, to have loſt all ſenſe 
of the miſery they had lately been in ; of the 
ſupplications they had ſent up to heaven for 
relief; of the vows they had made in their 
diſtreſs ; ; and the glorious diſplay of the di- 
vine wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, in their 
deliverance. It is ſtrange, indeed, that ſuch 
an entire victory over their implacable - 

xł* Numb, xvi. 12. 
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preſſors, that a ſalvation ſo ſudden, ſo com- 
pleat, and attended with ſuch a miraculous 
reſtoration of liberty and plenty of every 
kind, and, above all, of the free exerciſe of 
their holy religion, could ever have been for- 
gotten by them. But alas! fo it was; for the 
children of Iſrael remembred not the Lord their 
God, who had delivered them out of the hands of 
all their enemies on every ſide. 

AND to this account of their ingratitude 
to heaven, the ſacred. hiſtorian 1immediatel 
adds, that they neglected to ſbew kindneſs to 
the houſe of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, ac- 
cording to all the goodneſs which he had ſhew- 
ed unto Iſrael. Such was the envy of the 
tribe of Ephraim towards their deliverer, and 
the choſen men who fought under him, that 
the ſlaughter of the Midianites was ſcarce over, 
when they diſcovered it, in a very ungene- 
rous manner: but the admirable moderation 
of this great man, in the fluſh of a victory, 
overcame their ſeditious ſpirits, as his arms had 
done the enemies of their country: and when 
they very ſeverely charged him, with neg- 
lecting to call them time enough to obtain a 
larger ſhare in the glory of that day; with 
What inimitable prudence doth he calm their 
paſſions? I hat have I done now, ſays he, in 
compariſon of you ? is not the gleaning of the 
grapes of Ephraim, better than the vintage of 
Abiezer? God hath delivered into your hands 
the frinces of Midian, Oreb, and Zeeb : and 

' nohat 
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what was I able to do in compariſon of you ? 
The valour indeed of Gideon, the love he 
ſhewed to his country, and the wonderful 
ſucceſs which attended this glorious enter- 
prize, had ſuch a preſent effect on the body 
of the nation, that they would, as has been 
obſerved, have changed the very form of their 
government in favour of him, and his family: 
and, it is very probable, that while in his life- 
time he continued to lay freſh obligations upon 
them, by the prudent, and impartial diſcharge 
of the high truſt which was committed to him, 
he preſerved ſome conſiderable intereſt in 
their reſpect. But, when he was no more, 
and his perſonal labours and ſervices were at 
an end, the national regard to him ceaſed al- 
ſo; and all obligations to his memory were 
laid aſide. One would indeed have thought, 
that when it was out of their power to make 
any farther returns to his perſon, they would 
have conſidered him as, in ſome fort, yet 
living in his poſterity ; and have treated them 
with that reſpect, which was naturally due 
to the immediate deſcendants of one, who 
had, ſo eminently, approved himſelf to be 
the common father of his country. But, 
inſtead of this, the chapter immediately fol- 
lowing our text, informs us, that Abimelech, 
the ſon of his maid-ſervant, being ſupported 
by the men of Shechem, entered into a moſt 
unnatural conſpiracy againſt his father's: houte : 
and having, with their afliſtance, hired a _ 
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of ruffians, barbarouſly murder'd his ſeventy 
brethren upon one ſtone ; and then ſeized on that 
authority which Gideon had piouſly refuſed. 
Nor doth it appear that, in all this outrage, 
he met with any oppoſition from the tribes 
of Iſrael. And if we may judge of the reſt 
of G1deon's children, who ſuffer'd this cruel 
uſage, by the figure the youngeſt of them 
makes in ſcripture hiſtory, they had by no 
means forfeited their title to the regard of the 
public. For Jotham, who was the only one 
that eſcaped this aſſaſſination, with a wifdom 
and bravery ſuitable to his blood, went, and 
ſtood on the top of mount Gemzzim; and 
there, publickly, reproached the men of She- 
chem, for their ingratitude to his father's me- 
mory, who had fought for them, as he ſaid, and 
adventured his life far, and delivered them out of 
the hand of Midian : and then under a ſpirit 
of prophecy, he foretold the vengeance that 
would purſue both the one, and the other, 
for the cruelty done to the houſe of Ferub- 
Baal. Which, accordingly, very ſoon came 
to paſs, to their mutual deſtruction : for, 
the men of Shechem, who had thus aſſiſted 
Abimelech in his tyrannical uſurpation, and the 
inhuman treatment of his father's houſe, like 
other traitors, ſoon rebelled againſt him who 
had employed them. They were, indeed, 
quickly vanquiſhed by his arms. But, he 
had no ſooner executed the ſentence of hea- 
ven upon them, in a dreadful ſlaughter, de- 


ſtroying 
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ſtroying their fortreſſes, razing the very walls 
of their city, and ſowing the foundation of 
it with falt ; than he himſelf alſo fell, by the 
ignominious hand of a woman. And, flus, 
ſays the ſacred penman, God rendered the wich- 
edneſs of Abimeleck which he did unto his fa- 
ther, in flaying his ſeventy brethren. And 
all the evil of the men of Shechem, did God 
render upon their heads : and upon them came 
the curſe of Jotham the ſon of Jerubbaal 7. 


But, 


IV. Wu Ar I farther deſigned, was to 
expoſe, in ſome meaſure, the lin, and folly 
of this conduct. ve 

AND here, I am ſure, I need not take up 
much of your time. The guilt of this fla- 
gitious crime of ingratitude, as perpetrated 
againſt God himſelf, is aggravated, in pro- 
portion to the dignity of the divine character, 
and the great and innumerable obligations 
we are under to him. And the folly of it 
appears, in full light, when we conſider the 
jealouſy he has for his own glory, the threat- 
nings which attend it in his word, and the 
terrible examples which are recorded of his 
vengeafice both on angels and men, for this 
iniquity. But, experience teaches us that, 
whatever regard men pay to their obligations 
to one aFother, tis true religion only, which 
will engage them to a-grateful treatment of 

| their 

Chap. ix. 56, 57. 
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their creator and preſerver, and to behave in 
a becoming manner, towards that good God, 
who, in the midſt of all their unworthineſs, 
has made ſuch ample proviſion, not only for 
their welfare here, but for their everlaſting 
falvation. Which, as it evidently diſcovers 
the dreadful effects of the fall, on all human 
nature; ſo, it ſhews the abſolute neceſſity of 
the ſupernatural work of the holy ſpirit, in 

order to reſtore our minds to ſuch a temper, 
as to pay a due regard to the firſt principle 
of right reaſon. 

THE injuſtice of ſuch a behaviour as this, 
towards our fellow-creatures, might be argued 
from the rights of nature, which, certainly, 
oblige every man, as he is made for ſociety, 
to promote the common good; and will al- 
low of no injury to another ; no, not to thoſe 
to whom we are under no ſpecial obligations, 
Ingratitude is therefore the height of injuſtice : 
tis ſo, to the perſon injured ; and the crime 
is encreaſed, as in the caſe before us, in pro- 
portion to the damage it brings to the pub- 
lic. And, upon a little reflection, it will 


appear alſo very fooliſh, as it is contrary 


to our own intereſt, and inconſiſtent with 


the rules of ſelf-preſervation. But divine re- 


velation carries thmgs vaſtly higher than all 
this: it directs us, zf our enemy hunger to feed 
bim, and :f he thirſt to give him driM *. "Tis 
the glory of our holy religion to teach us, 

that 
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that we muſt do good for evil, bleſs them 
that curſe us, and pray for them that deſpite- 
fully uſe us, and perſecute us*. And, as ex- 
perience ſhews us that this behaviour is, com- 
monly, ſooner or later, attended with honour 
and happineſs in this world ; ſo it has many 
promiſes of the divine favour, and rewards 
of a nobler kind annexed to it, in the word 
of God. Y | 

Tu us, if it be our duty, and our intereſt, 
to be not only juſt and kind to all men, even 
to our enemies; what muſt be the malignity 
of that evil, how full of injuſtice and baſe- 
neſs of ſpirit, where men break through the 
firſt principles of nature itſelf, and the cleareſt 
dictates - of conſcience, and return evil for 
good? Tis a vice condemned by the gene- 
ral conſent of mankind; and muſt be exceed- 
ing abominable in the ſight of God, as it 
appears ſo directly contrary to the mercy and 
goodneſs of his nature, and the conſtant te- 
nor of his law, and, moſt of all, to the 
obligations laid on us by the genius, and grace 
of the goſpel. And then, public ingratitude 
is that ſpecies of this ſin, which you will 
eaſily ſee, is moſt baneful, moſt provok- 


ing to heaven, and moſt pregnant of eve- 


ry evil to ourſelyes, as well as other men. 
In a word, the danger, as well as the folly 
of it, wif abundantly appear, if we conſider 
that, as it is moſt injurious to human ſociety, 
| and 
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and greatly tends to diſcourage brave and uſe- 
ful men from engaging in difficult and impor- 
tant ſervices; ſo it is apt to awaken the ſharp- 
eſt reſentments, in thoſe who are in this 
manner abuſed. And, however men may 
eſcape the puniſhment due to ſuch a cri- 
minal behaviour in this world ; yet, the 
natural notions we have of God, as well as 
the plaineſt declarations of his holy word, 
aſſure us, that ſuch ſort of injuſtice cannot, 


without repentance, go unpuniſhed in the 


world to come. But I haſten, 


V. To endeavour to make ſome applica- 
tion of theſe things to our own circum- 
ſtances, and the memorable occaſion of this 
da 

Re with regard to our national obliga- 
tions to the great governour of the world, it 
muſt, I am ſure, be acknowledged, that we 
have not only been favoured with the com- 
mon bleflings of providence ; but the happy 
ſpot on which we dwell, for the temperature 
of the climate, the fruitfulneſs of the ſoil, 
the plenty of all the proviſions of life, the 
advantages of its ſituation both for commerce 
and defence, the number, natural ſtrength, 
and genius of its inhabitants, and, above all, 


for the liberties we enjoy both religious and 


civil, is the glory of the whole &arth, and 
the envy of all the nations in the world. 
Thus, as it was with God's people of old, 

the 


* 
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the lines are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and 
verily we have à goodly heritage. As fuel 
was reſcued, by the arm of the Lord, out of 


* 


\ 


the bondage and darkneſs of Egypt; fo were 
our fore-fathers, many ages ago, from the 
idolatry of the heathen, and in later times 


from the captivity of Rome, which was worſe 
than that of Babylon. They had the law and 
the prophets; but we have had the ſuperior 
privilege of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt long planted among us; and it has 
been watered by the bleſſed effuſions of the 
Spirit of God. : 


Tu k many political ſchemes which have 


been laid, the unwearied induſtry that has 


been uſed, and the many violent meaſures - 


which have been attempted, in order to de- 
prive us of theſe invaluable bleſſings, and to 
ſubject Great Britain again to the Romi/h 
uſurpation, ſufficiently ſhew, that the Papiſts 
have all along eſteemed it, as the principal 
bulwark of the proteſtant religion. 

TE execrable deſign of the powder trea- 
ſon, the providential diſcovery of which we 
this day commemorate, is a ſufficient evidence 
of this. Whoever will but conſider by what 


inhuman meaſures the faith of that church has 


been propagated - What rivers of blood have 
been ſhed, and what millions of ſouls have, 


with variety of tortures, been hurried into 


eternity by the cruel hands of papiſts, muſt 
be worſe than blind, if they cannot perceive, 
a E that 
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that tis impoſſible a church eſtabliſhed on 
ſuch a foundation ſhould have the leaſt claim 
to chriſtianity ; the genius of which is, like 
its great author, * and lowly, and full of 
SG and E But, I think, the 
Biſtory of -popery itſelf, which is the moſt 
bloody of al hiſtories, cannot, from its be- 
ginning, furniſh us with any inſtance beſides, 
of ſo deſperate a kind as this: a deſign that 
breathes the very 1 irit of the infernal pit; and 
in the execution of which, a worſe than bru- 
tal cruelty was to be glutted with ſuch a ſa- 
crifice, as was never before offered up to Mo- 
Ich himſelf. With what horror. is the ima- 
-gination ſtruck, at a faint repreſentation of 
the frightful ſcene ſuch a blow muſt, have 
produced ? The king, the nobles, and the 
judges, together with the flower of all the | 
gentry in the nation were, in one moment, | 
to have been blown up into the air, and their 
mangled carcaſes to have been mingled with | 
the ruins of the royal palace, and the ſeats 
of juſtice : the greateſt houſes in the kingdom 
were to have been filled with the lamentations 
of widows and of orphans: and that which 
would. have compleated this dreadful cataſ- 
trophe was, that by the advantage of the con- 
fuſion all ſorts of men muſt be in on ſuch a 
ſhocking occaſion, a religion was to od been 
introduced which could Juſtify ſuch ſa vage vio- 
lence, and a tyrany in amen that e 
be the genuine fruit of it. 
| Ta: E 
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Tur ſeifonable and wonderful Uiſcovery 
of this plot, ſhews how watchful heaven has 


been of our {afety : and it muſt argue, T 
was going to fay,- a worſe than Fewiſh ſtu- 


pidity, if we can poſſibly forget the obliga- 
tions we are under for ſo great a ſalvation. 

Bur left this fhould be the caſe, divine 
providence has rendered this very day in our 
calendar ftill more memorable, by the won- 
derful reſcue of our religion and liberties from 
the defighs of the very fame enemies, at the 
glorious revolution in 1688. A deliverance 
ſtill frefh in the memories of many yet liv- 
ur throne was then poſſeſs d by a prince 


who was a profeſs d papiſt, and one zealouſl 
devoted to the intereſts of that church: a cir- 
cumſtance which had not happened to this 
nation, ſince the bloody reign of queen Mary. 
The prieſts and other agents of that com- 
munion had overſpread the land like graſbop- 
pers ; as the Midianites covered that of 1/rael, 
in the days of Gideon. Not only the king's 
family was full of them, but they appeared 
on the bench of juſtice, and at the coun- 
ſel table. The Jeſuits. erected colleges and 
ſeminaries in moſt great towns; and four 
biſhops were publicly conſecrated in the 
king's own chapel, and ſent down to exer- 
ciſe | their functions, in their ſeveral dio- 
ceſſes, as vicars apoſtolical, while their paſ- 
toral letters, addreſs'd to the laiety of their 
| E 2 own 
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own communion, were printed at the king's 
printing houſe, and diſperſed over all the 
kingdom b. Seven biſhops, and many G- 
ther zealous patriots of Engliſb liberty were 
impriſoned, and many of the charters of it 
were ſeized : no poſts of honour or profit 
could be pretended to by any, but by papiſts 
and their adherents ; and the judges, corrupted 
by the king, gave up the laws of England by 
their deciſion to his diſpenſing power; by 
which, together with his eccleſiaſtical com- 
miſſion, his embaſly to the court of Rome, 
and the manner in which the nuncio was 
received from thence, he made it no ſecret, 
that he was determined to. divide matters 
with the pope ; and having reconciled the 
three kingdoms to ſpiritual ſlavery, to take 
the abſolute power over their lives and for- 
tunes to himſelf, = 
SUCH vas the fad condition of theſe na- 
tions, when our fathers cried unto the Lord, 
and he was pleaſed, beyond all human ex- 
pectation, in that critical ſeaſon, to appear; 
and to raiſe up a deliverer for us, who, like 
Gideon of old, bravely reſcued our religion 
and our liberties ; and in doing which, like 
him, he ſpared not the altars of his father's 
houſe. Whoever duly conſiders the num- 
ber of king Tames's. land forces, and the 
ſtrength of his navy; and at the ſame time 
reflects on the ſeaſonable arrival of the prince 


of 


b See Rapin, Vol. xv. pag. 72. 
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of Orange, the auſpicious winds which fa- 
voured the landing of the handful of men 


he brought with him, the pannick fear that 


diſconcerted all the meaſures of the popiſh 
counſels, the deſertion, not only in the fleet 
and army, but among the gentry and at court, 
which was followed with the flight of the 


king himſelf ; whoever, I ſay, reflects on 


theſe things, muſt, I think, acknowledge, 
that all was* the evident effect of the ſame 
miraculous hand, which delivered Mel from 
the yoke of Mz4:an : and in this, it exceeded 
even that deliverance, that this great affair 
was carried into execution, with ſcarce. any 
blood ſhed. _. 

AND if Gideon afterwards ſuitably puniſhed 
the inſolence of the men of Succoth and Penu- 
ele; I am ſure, we may ſee the hand of God, 
and the valour of our deliverer abundantly 
diſplay'd, in the ſpeedy reduction of Feland; 
and the check he gave to the pride of the 
French tyrant, in his own life-time ; as well 
as the low condition to which he was reduc- 
ed, by the plan the great king William laid, 
and which was happily purſued in the glo- 
rious part of the reign of his immediate ſuc- 


ceſſor, under the conduct of the brave duke 


of Marlborough. 
Non can I help obſerving that, as Gideon, in 


the height of his glory, generouſly refuſed 


to break in upon the conſtitution of the V 


raelites ; ; 


Judges viii. 
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raelites; ſo our deliverer, in his acceptance 
of the crown, in a parliamentary way, was 
equally tender of preſerving ours. The for- 
mer ruled the tribes for forty years in great 
tranquility : and the latter, with the frequent 
hazard of his life, and with a courſe of inde- 
fatigable labours, laid the foundation of all 
that peace and plenty, which we have al- 
ready enjoyed for a longer term. 

AND here I wiſh I could ſtop, and that 
there were no juſt occaſion to carry the parallel 
any farther. But if Mael forgot the God of 
their falvation, if they forgot their former 
deliverances, and thoſe of later date, if they 
neglected, corrupted, and betrayed that holy 
religion, with which they, above all the na- 
tions of the world, were entruſted, if th 
abuſed and trifled with thoſe liberties, which 
were ſo often recovered, or preſerved by ſuch 
amazing interpoſitions of providence, I am 
ſure the inhabitants of theſe iflands ſhould 
read the hiſtory of that nation, with ſhame 
and confuſion of face. Gideon, indeed, who 
reſcued the liberties of Mael, and reſtored the 
free exerciſe of religion to that people, en- 
joyed the advantages and returns of: his pub- 
lic fervices, during his own life and admini- 
ſtration. But it was far otherwiſe with our 

eat deliverer. It is well known, that many 
of thoſe who were ſaved by his valour, who 
lived under the ſun-ſhine of his gentle go- 
vernment, and were even fed at his table, 


by 


- 
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by a moſt quarrelfome, and ungrateful oppo- 
ſition to public meaſures, cramp'd his great 
defigns, and rendered his crown ſo burden- 
ſome to him, that under the weight of theſe 
diſtreſſes, his conſtitution was thought to fink 
more, than under all the toils of the field. 
To which I muſt add, the ungenerous man- 
ner in which his memory has been uſed ſince 
his death ; together with the pains which have 
been taken to depreciate that glorious reyo- 
lation, of which he was, under God, the 
happy inſtrument. And if it is recorded to 
the diſhonour of T#ae/, that they neglected 
the poſterity of Gideon, when their father was 
no more; what ſhall we ſay of the treatment 
that illuſtrious houſe has met with, which 

king William, in great wiſdom, and a truly 
| paternal love to theſe un grateful nations, a- 
dopted as his family, and which inherit both 
his crown, and his excellent qualifications for 
government? | 

IT cannot be denied that, ever ſince this 
happy ſucceſſion took place, we have enjoyed 
an uncommon meaſure of reft, from our 
enemies on every ſide, and ſuch an affluence of 
every good. thing, as our fathers before us 
could never boaſt of. And it would have 
been well, if this. long tranquility, and- all 
theſe other bleſſings, had been ſuitably im- 
proved. But whoever conſiders the atheiſti, 
cal contempt which is caſt on the principles of 


our — religion, and the progreſs of all _ | 
* 
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of prophaneneſs, and practical iniquity among 
us, together with that indolent ſpirit towards 
every thing of a divine nature, which is to be 
obſerved in the generality of good men them- 
ſelves, will find that we have copied after 
ungrateful Mael, and made fad returns indeed 
to our bountiful benefactor, 
No is it one of the leaſt threatning cir- 
cumſtances upon us, that, to a general diſre- 
gard of providence, and of the great governor 
of the world, men have, too naturally in- 
deed, connected a contempt of their rulers 
here below ; and inſtead of being afraid to 
ſpeak evil of dignities*, they ſeem to ſtrive 
which ſhall out-do the other, in reproaching 
that good government, under which they 
enjoy all theſe bleſſings. 
A MAN that has any due regard to the 
glory of God, and the true intereſt of his 
country, can hardly forbear making ſome 
mournful reflections on this occaſion. That 
the friends of popery, and the pretender, 
ſhould be uneaſy under ſuch a ſtate of na- 
tional tranquility, and ſhould uſe their utmoſt 
endeavours to diſturb the public peace is no 
wonder : but it 1s aſtoniſhing indeed, that 
they ſhould be capable of prevailing on ſuch 
as, one would yet hope, are no hearty enemies 
to our conſtitution, to join with them in their 
wicked labours. | OL, 
No 
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No government in this world is entirely free 
from defects; neither have the greateſt, and 
beſt men which nature has produced, and whom 
providence has placed in authority, been abſo- 
lutely perfect. It is eaſy to point out ſome 
ſpots in the character of a Moſes, a Foſhua, 
or a G:deon : but ſhall theſe ſuperſede all re- 
gards to their public uſefulneſs ? If common 
juſtice forbids us to attack the reputation of 
a private perſon, from jealouſy and ſurmiſe 
only ; ; and that we ſhould call his integrity 
in queſtion, without proper evidence; cer- 
tainly, with mach greater ſtrength of reaſon, a 
it may be proved, that men in public ſtations 
are entitled to our charity: and as their ſprings 
of action, and the ends they have in view, 
are often out of our ſight, right reaſon will 
forbid us to determine about thoſe things, of 
which we can be no competent judges ; ſo a 
proper regard to our own ſafety, as well as 
common juſtice, will oblige us, to be very 
cautious how we give any encouragement to a 
miſrepreſentation of their conduct. But a 
man muſt be a great ſtranger to what paſſes 
in places of public reſort, who doth not fre- 
_ quently obſerve, that the moſt unkind, not 
to ſay the moſt malicious conſtructions are 
put on almoſt evety meaſure taken by au- 
thority. And things are admitted very fir | 
without the leaſt pretence of proof, in ſuch 
converſation, where, if a man was to uſe a 

F * 
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perſon on a level with himſelf in the fame 
manner, he would not fail of meeting with. 
a ſuitable rebuke. It is eaſy to ſee with what 
a dangerous deſign, that invidious diſtinction 
has been of late induſtriouſſy propagated, 
between the intereſt of the courT and 
COUNTRY : and indeed no method ſeems 
to have been · left unattempted, that might 
have a tendency to difunite the king and his 
parliament, to render the crown uneaſy. to 
his majeſty,. to alienate the hearts of his ſub- 
jects from him, or to give encouragement to 
our common enemies, both abroad and at. 
home.. And all this, for 1 will dare to ſay 
it, notwithſtanding the general diſaffection 
which has been wickedly fomented among 
us ; all this, I fay, under the beſt, the hap- 
pieſt, and the mildeſt adminiſtration in the 
whole world. 8 
Is it not aſtoniſhing; that men of com- 
mon underſtandings will believe, that we are 
reduced to the utmoſt poverty, notwithſtand- 
ing the low intereſt of money; and in defi- 
ance of that growing luxury, which comes. 
under every one's, obſervation, and may very 
juſtly fill the hearts of wiſe and good men 
with concern? And is it not equally ſtrange,. 
and wicked, to perſuade us to imagine we are 
in a ſtate of ſlavery, while we /it under our 
vines, and tp geo and there is none to- 
"le. 1. aff 2 while no man. in England, 
lr { a per- 


exemplified, and reproved. ug. 
perhaps, obtains his right with ſo n 4 | 
culty, as the king himſelf,  - 

| Gon is a God of order; goverhment is 
his own inſtitution, for the benefit of man- 
kind; and when it anſwers the proper ends, 
for which it was appointed, "A — fail 
reſenting the mee treatment, thoſe rulers 
meet with, who have been the iaſtruments: in 
his hand for the public « 

THz ungoverned liberty which. i is raken, 
not only in converſation, but by the preſs, is 
ſuch, as I believe no age or nation can equal: 
and what the conſequences of this growing 
evil may be, in the end, to our conſtitution 
itſelf, I will not take upen me to ſay; but 
of this I think we may be aſſured, that, 
while theſe writers are daily ſcattering their 
treaſon over the whole kingdom, in order to 
perſuade us into a belief, that our liberties are 
in danger from the adminiftration ; this is fo 
far from being true in fact, that the impunity 
they meet with, is a moſt plain confutation 
of that very ſcandal, which their ſeditious li- 
bels are defigned to propagate. Indeed the 
rage of this oppoſition has tranſported the 
leaders of it into ſuch an entite diſregard to 
truth, and the abſurdity, as well as 2 
the tales they are continually ſpreading : 
us, in order to ſtir up our jealouſies, is ſo evi- 
dent to thoſe who 4. them with calm- 
rs e how it _— 
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be poſſible, for any man of underſtanding, 
and integrity, to be impoſed upon by them. 

Tnvs, if an alteration in the manner of 
collecting a part of the public revenue, is 
propoſed in parliament; tho” it be, by many 
of the beſt judges, thought both wiſe, and 
equitable, and in other inſtances found to be 
ſo, tis preſently loaded with a deſign to en- 
ſlave the nation: If a negociation be entered 
into, in order to prevent a bloody and ex- 
penſive war, it is at once, and even before 
it comes to any maturity, repreſented as the 
effect of weakneſs and puſilanimity, or as a 
direct deſign to ſacrifice our commerce, and 
our honour, to the moſt contemptible of 
our enemies. Tho' it is apparent that the 
violation of that very Convention, which has 
been ſo rudely handled by theſe men, has, 
very happily for us, removed every ſhadow 
of an objection, to the juſtice of the war in 
which we are engaged. In this manner. has 
our government been treated, for not ruſhing 
into a war, without the caution which ſo im- 
portant an affair required: and tho' now it is 
entered into, and purſued with all the vigour, 
that our ſituation will admit of ; yet the ſame 
ſpirit ſtill continues: by which it will, moſt 
evidently, appear to a cool obſerver, that, what- 
ever theſe men pretend, their hearts are not 
really ſo much ſet againſt the public meaſures, 
as againſt the perſons who conduct * 
rn 2 . or 
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For if, in the courſe of the war, our ene 
mies ſhips eſcape by the favour of the night, 
of fogs, or winds, or a wide ſea, the admini- | 
tration muſt bare the blame; not to ſay 
how our brave ſea-officers have, been uſed 
on theſe occaſions, If any of their forts are 
attacked and conquered, leſt thoſe who hold 
the helm ſhould have any ſhare in the ho- 
nour, it is repreſented as acting without or- 
ders. Nay, if the winds of heaven delay a 
well-concerted expedition, no regard, it ſeems, 
is to be paid to divine influence herein, but 
our governors here below, inſtead of our ſins, 
muſt anſwer for it: or if the ſeaſons prove 
unfruitful, and a ſcarcity enſues ; inſtead of 
being humbled under the national crimes 
which provoke God to deal thus with us, 
we are taught, like Mael of old, to murmur 
againſt our rulers. So that one can hardly 
tell which to wonder at moſt, the wicked- 
neſs of thoſe who raiſe and foment theſe un- 
reaſonable clamours, or the folly of ſuch who 
believe, and propagate them, For, after all 
this outcry, and theſe laborious endeavours to 
ſtir up the jealouſies of the people, and to 
provoke them even to rebellion itſelf, if you 
aſk theſe righteous patriots what has been 
done, that ſhould give them occaſion to raiſe | 
and foment ſuch an unnatural ſpirit among us; 
what can they ſay ? when they ſpeak plain- 
ly, what do they fay ; but that our- troops 
are increaſed. in time of war ; his majeſty 


and 
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and his parliament agree ; the adminiſtration 
of public affairs has remained in the ſame 
hands for above twenty years; 'and, which 
too evidently lies at the bottom of all, the 
government is fo blind, as not to fee the rea- 
ſonableneſs of taking them into its ſervice, who 
Have ſhewn fo good a diſpoſition to over- 
throw it; and continues ſo reſolute, as not 
to ſuffer itſelf to be frightened into ſuch a 
prepoſterous meaſure as this? Nor is it un- 
_ common for theſe men, when they are driven 
Hard, to affront the underſtandings of their 
fellow-ſubjets fo far, as to argue for the 
— — of the diſſatisfaction, be- 
cauſe it is ſo much ſpread : when, in their 
conſciences, they know, that the only true 
reaſon which can be given for it, is to be 
drawn from their malicious and united labours 
to foment it. 

Tat is alf6' another notion, which has 
been of late much propagated among us, and 
that is, that ſome oppoſition ought to be en- 
couraged, even to a good adminiſtration, as 
the moſt effectual means to preſerve it from 
corruption. How far indeed this maxim is 
to be juſtified by the rules of policy, it is not 
my province to determine; no, nor how 
far divine providenee may be pleaſed to over- 
rule wicked actions, ſo as to bring about good 
ends: but I am ſure, that to oppoſe that 
Which | 18 night, for ker of that which is 

| wrong, 
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wrong, or to do evil that good may come, are 
principles which will not A be reconciled 
with the rules of true reaſon, or the laws of 
juſtice, humanity, and religion. And, after 
all the clamour that has been made about 
the increaſe of the national expence at home, 
and the ill treatment we have met with from 
fome powers abroad, it would be no difficult 
matter to make it appear, that theſe, as well 
as many other public inconveniencies, which 
we labour under, are the natural product of 
this boaſted oppoſiti on. 

THz 1R endeavours have been carried on 
with ſo much induſtry as may, in ſome mea- 
ſure, account for the impoſition which has 
paſſed on the minds of many well-meaning 
people, who have not had the ' happineſs to 
e bred up in principles of true liberty. But 
* is equally to be admired, and lamented, 
that any of the proteſtant diſſenters ſhould 
be captivated by their diſſimulation. | 
I x Now. when diſaffection is become 

faſhionable, it is very difficult to convince 
men of a miſtake, into: which fuch numbers 
have run before them. But for once, and 
in a matter of ſuch importance to the pub- 
lic peace, to the intereſt and honaur of the 
nation abroad, and to the fecurity of our re- 
kgion, and the continuance of our liberties 
at home, to our own welfare, and that of 


our poſterity, let. us fit down a _—_— 
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and aſk our own conſciences, what it is we 
feel, that ſhould occaſion our , uncafineſs ? 
And if experience teſtifies, that no time can 
be pointed out in all the Engliſb hiſtory, nor 
perhaps in that of any other 'nation, wherein 
liberty was enjoyed in a more ample man- 
ner; let us then be aſhamed of this wicked 
oppoſition. Let us remember, that it was 
equally the glory of our fore-fathers, to 
contend for the liberties of their country, 
when they were really in danger, at the 
hazard of their lives; and peaceably, and 
thankfully to improve thoſe liberties, when 
they enjoyed them. And no doubt their 
fighs and tears would have been turned into 
ſongs of joy, and their prayers into thankſ- 
givings, had they lived to partake of the 
plentiful bleflings, of that kind, which we 
inherit, as the fruit of their ſufferings. God 
forbid that we ſhould loſe theſe ineſtima- 
ble privileges by our ingratitude to heaven, 
or by taking any part in that barbarity with 
which the inſtruments of our happineſs are 
treated; or that ever we ſhould be left to ſo 
fatal a credulity, as to venture ourſelves into 
the hands of thoſe men, who, notwith- 
ſtanding all their ſpecious pretences to ſerve 
a preſent turn, have always taught us, when 
they have had it in their power, that heir 
tender mercies are cruelties, 5 
As the nation is already engaged in a war 
| ; with 
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with one power, and we know not how 


ſoon the quarrel may be more extenſive ; 
let us be convinced, that the true way to 
become formidable to our enemies, is to be 
watchful againſt thoſe ſnares which are laid 
to draw off our hearts from his majeſty's 
perſon and government, and to divide the 
hearty friends of liberty among themſelves : 


and let us be aſſured, that nothing can ſo 


effectually ſecure the divine protection in our 
favour, as to be thankful for the privileges 
we enjoy; and to improve them to the 


glory of God, and the peace of our coun- 


try. a 
x. has been warning us by awful pro- 
vidences : as we have trifled with a plenty 
of good things, he has threatned us with a 
ſcarcity of bread ; and while too many a- 
mong us have been ſporting with the winds, 
he has ſhewn us, by a ſudden ſtorm, how 
ſoon he could have daſhed our boaſted ar- 
maments to pieces, on the ſhores of our ene- 


mies. But, notwithſtanding our unworthi- 


neſs, he ſtill waits to be gracious. It is our 
mercy that there are ſome left among us 
who ſee the general infatuation, and lament 
it: if it ſhould yet encreaſe upon us, and 


become properly national, nothing ſhort of | 


national calamity may be then expected, in- 
deed. 


WHATEVER others do, let us thank God 
G for 
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for the happineſs we enjoy; and do what 


lies in our power, in our ſeveral ſtations, to 
promote loyalty to his majeſty ; to ſtrengthen 
the hands of that wiſe and gentle admini- 
tration, under which we live; to undeceive 

; our miſguided fellow-ſubjects ; and, above all, 
to improve our liberties and privileges, and 
the follies of thoſe who are not ſenſible of 
them, to the moſt valuable ends of true re- 
ligion, : 
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Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author, and e 
for Aaron Ward, at the King's-f rb 
Little-Britain. e 


1. God's awful Summons to a finful Nation 
conſidered; in a SERMON preached in L:ttle 
Wrild-fireet, Nov, 27. 1737. in commemo- 
ration of the dreadful STORM of Wind, 
which happened upon that Day, in the 
Year 1703. 5 : 

2. The CHRISTIAN'SSTRIFE for the Faith 
of the Goſpel. A SERMON preached Feb. . 
1738. before a Society of Miniſters and Gen- 
tlemen engaged in a Deſign for the Encourage- 
ment of young Men, in their Studies for the 
Miniſtry, The Second Edition, 
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